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BY-LAWS OF THE COALTION OF LARGE AREA SCHOOL SYSTEMS

1. Purpose.   The five largest public school systems in the State of Tennessee have formed 
a Coalition for the purpose of jointly exploring legislative options that will serve the unique 
interests of large school systems. The five (5) school systems are the Shelby County, Memphis 
City, Metro Nashville, Knox County, and Hamilton County school districts. The Coalition shall 
be referred to as the “Coalition of Large School Systems” or CLASS. It is agreed among the 
five (5) school systems that CLASS will only pursue items approved by all five (5) school 
systems represented. 

2. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of CLASS shall commence on the 1st day of November and 
shall conclude on the 31st day of October.

3. Designated Representatives. Each of the school systems shall designate two (2) persons to 
serve as designated representatives: 1) The Director of Schools/Superintendent or his/her 
designee and; 2) As determined by each respective Board of Education, either the School Board 
Chairman or his/her designee or a School Board elected representative.  All communications 
among the members and from any person/firm hired by CLASS to represent the Coalition shall 
also be directed to the representatives of each school system. Either of the representatives of 
each school system may cast votes on behalf of their school system; however, each school 
system shall be entitled to cast only one vote on any question.

4.  Offices of Chairman and Vice-Chairman.  The offices of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
shall rotate each fiscal year on an alphabetical basis.  The Vice-Chairman shall succeed the 
Chairman the following fiscal year.  The rotation shall be as follows beginning with the 2009-
2010 fiscal year:

Chairman – Davidson County (i.e., Metro-Nashville)
Vice-Chairman – Hamilton County

Chairman – Hamilton County
Vice-Chairman – Knox County

Chairman – Knox County
Vice-Chairman – Memphis City

Chairman – Memphis City
Vice-Chairman – Shelby County

And so on and so on during the existence of CLASS unless these By-Laws are otherwise 
amended.  

The school district that serves as the Chairman of CLASS shall provide clerical and legal support 
services on behalf of CLASS.
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5. Dues Assessment. During the first Monday in November teleconference the membership 
shall vote on the annual dues assessment for each member. 

6. Duties of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman. The duties of the Chairman shall include 
maintaining a bank account on behalf of CLASS, serving as the custodian of funds of that 
account during his/her term, collecting dues, providing an accounting of the balance of the 
CLASS account, serving as the primary contact person for CLASS, facilitating communications 
between and among members of CLASS, remitting payments out of the CLASS account balance 
to those persons/firms hired by CLASS to represent or provide services on behalf of the 
Coalition, remitting payments out of the CLASS account balance for costs and fees associated 
with CLASS business, serving as the primary liaison between CLASS and any lobbyists or other 
persons/firms hired to represent the Coalition, and communicating with members about issues 
that are of common concern/interest to CLASS members. The Vice-Chairman shall perform the 
duties of the Chairman if the Chairman is unavailable to or becomes unable to perform the duties 
outlined above.

7. Termination of CLASS Membership. Each school district shall have the option of 
terminating its relationship with CLASS by delivering written notice of its intention to sever its 
relationship with the Coalition for the upcoming fiscal year to the Chairman of CLASS by the 1st

day of November of each year. If written notice is not received by the Chairman by the 1st day 
of November, the school district shall be responsible for paying the dues set by the majority of 
the CLASS membership for the upcoming fiscal year.

8. Meetings. The Chairman shall call an in-person meeting of the entire CLASS membership 
at least twice per year.  However, the Chairman may call additional meetings comprised of just 
the designated representatives as described in Section 3 of the By-Laws as he/she deems 
necessary.

These By-Laws are hereby accepted by each member of CLASS on this _____ day of 
__________________________, 2009.

_________________________________________ ____________________
For Davidson County Schools Date

_________________________________________ ____________________
For Hamilton County Schools Date

_________________________________________ ____________________
For Knox County Schools Date

_________________________________________ ____________________
For Memphis City Schools Date

_______________________________________ ____________________
For Shelby County Schools Date


