THE NORTHWEST NEWS

Northwest Regional Office
673 Vance Ave.
Memphis, Tn. 38126

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 3

) AUGUST 24, 2009

Special Points of Interest:
Welcome to the third issue of The Northwest News. This week is jammed

packed with action filled information. Have a fantastic week!

TOP NEWS

e Tier I and Tier Il Navigational Maps are available on the TLA website for
reprinting purposes (copies were printed for your school in the 2007-2008).
Please utilize these maps to help teachers structure their reading blocks and
unsure that the time in the 90 minute block is used wisely. Mediasites are also
available on Organizing and Planning Small Group Instruction by grade levels.

Pointed in the Right Direction !

e School Walkthrough Documents—Our regional team will begin official walk

-throughs on Monday, August 24, 2009. It would be greatly appreciated if you Cather' ine Battle
had the following items available for the team: Superintendent
1. a master schedule;
2. a map of the building; Pamela Jackson
3. support/exploratory schedule; Director
4. teacher roster which includes room numbers and team information;
5. an area to accommodate 8-10 people. Tameka Allen

. . . : . _ Academic Coordinator
e NW Media Training-The training sessions will be conducted at Snowden in

the middle school library. ALL MUST ATTEND.
Femetres Gray

PDSCC Training Tuesday, August 25 3:30 to 5:30 Professional Devel
AP Training Wednesday, August 26 4pm to 6pm rotessional Levelop ment
Principal Training Thursday, August 27  4pm to 6pm Coordinator

Special Note: If you attended the Media training in 2008 you MUST at-
tend the NEW Training this year (2009). New policies will be covered and
everyone must receive the new training.

Inside this issue:

Research, Evaluation and 2

e Power Teacher Grade Book Updates-Training will begin on September 1 Assessment

from 8-11:30 @ TTC for all NW high schools. Please register in AVATAR. p,c k.12 Literacy/C & I 2
Space is limited. Review your email from Micheal Kyle for further dates.

e Title I Extended Learning Proposals are due to NCLB by September 11th. School Choice & Student 2
Please contact Joyce Kelly with questions. Accounting
Professional Develop- 3
e Brant Riedel, Ph.D., MCS Formative Assessment Coordinator, RE: For- ment
mative Assessment Schedule
(When you press Ctrl and right click it will open the link — if a box appears
that says “connect to www.MCSK12.net” press cancel — the document should
open within seconds — you may have to press cancel twice) Exhibition of Student 3
http://www.mcsk12.net/forms/ops/Assessment Schedule 09-10.doc Work

Instructional Technology 3

KUDOS 4
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WHATS NEW FROM REA?

e The 2009 ACT results with state comparisons are shown in e recent issue of From 30K.
Issues are being posted each week on the REA website for principals and other school-
level users. (http://www.mcsk12.net/aboutmcs_rea_home.asp)

e The new date for the Spring 2010 TCAP test for students in grades 2-8 is April 12-16.
The state is basically locked on this same date range for the next three years, so there's
finally some clarity about when we'll be testing.

e The State has also clarified that students still in need of passing the Gateway exams
(Algebra I, English II, and Biology I) will have a SEPARATE test that is different from
the new End of Course tests in those subjects. Our new REA testing calendar will show
Gateway exams for December 2009 and in spring 2010, the district will be testing students
on the End of Course Algebra I test -- for example -- on the same day the Gateway Alge-
bra I is given. Gateway exams will ONLY be for students in grades 10, 11, or 12 who
need to score proficient or advanced in order to meet the graduation requirement.

CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION/MATH

e AIMSWEB benchmark 1 testing began last week and continues through Sep-
tember 8. All students in grades K-5 should be tested in Mathematics (Early Nu-
meracy for grades K-1); all students in grades K-5 in non-Reading First schools
should be tested in Reading (Early Literacy for grades K-1). In Reading First
schools, only students in grades 4 & 5 will be tested with AIMSweb.

Jobn Barker,
Executive Director
416.5533 (office) or

487. 6598 (cell)

Dr. Linda Kennard,

Executive Director, C & I Stanford Math training for any teachers new to the program will be offered next

Tuesday, August 25 and Thursday, August 27 (choose only one) at the TCC
on Jackson from 3:30 until 5:30. Teachers may sign up through AVATAR.

e Please remind faculty that on September 14, 2009, all lesson plans and syl-
labi are expected to be developed and housed in Learning Village. Elemen-
tary teachers will not have to enter lesson plans for prior weeks of instruction in
Learning Village.

SCHOOL CHOICE & STUDENT ACCOUNTING

William E. White 11,
Executive Director

For questions call 901) 416-
8100 or email
whiten(@mcsk12.net

PowerTeacher, the Chan-
cery SMS electronic grade
book has arrived.

All teachers and other ap-
propriate staff will be
trained.

Please review the
training schedule pro-
vided to you for addi-
tional training dates.

The first NW train-
ing is on Tuesday
September 1, 2009 @
TTC.

William White and Victor
Carr would like for you to
withdraw no-shows as-
signed to your school and to
avoid sending emails to
other schools requesting
students be dropped. You
can send the list to Victor
and Bill.
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Principals can now access on AVATAR/PDMS
The new 2010 Cohort Mentor ~ Media Site the first three post- INSTRUCTIONS
Principals will be engaged in ~ ings of Keynote Speakers from  for teachers and administra-
SREB Mentor Principal Train-  the June 2009 Principals tors have been mailed to your
ing September 8, 2009 from 3 Academy. Principals and their ~ school. Please distribute as
pm until 6 pm and September staff can view Dr. Kriner necessary to your teachers
9, 2009 from 8 am until 11 am Cash, Dr. Pedro Noguero, and and review the information as
at the TLA for Mentor Princi- Dr. Freeman Hrabowski. needed in order to input
pals that were not trained for courses into AVATAR.
the 2009 Inaugural Cohort. In- ~ The remaining Keynote
Myra 1. Whitney, dividual notifications will be Speakers will be available in Isaac Wright,
Associate Superintendent forthcoming. the near future. We hope all of Stacfi(l,)rfj‘;il;g::em
me essional Devel opment our schools will use these for Monitors Avatar Platform

> ‘g‘mf]‘f‘],k;();w'a) professional learning and dis- For questions e-mail: WrightI-

901.416. 5930 cussion. saacA@mcsk12.net

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY

In September, Memphis City Schools will be beginning to use the Gaggle.net filtered Stu-
dent Email System. Additional information and training opportunities are forthcoming.

The system is very secure, and with Gaggle's Human Monitoring System, most problem
emails will be deleted or sent on by Gaggle's staff in a short time frame. Each school does
need to have a contact person (a school master) to handle emails that may require special
school attention (such as a disciplinary matter) or in events that involve student health and
safety (bullying, suicidal thoughts, abuse). Each school needs to identify their Professional
School Counselors to receive these emails.

Please send these names to Jason Parrish at parrishj@mecsk12.net by August 27th. We Fellcéaof:(;;:le; O]Ed'D"
anticipate the load for these school masters to be very light. Most messages will be dealt Instructional
with on the Gaggle level. Please feel free to contact Jason Parrish if you have any questions Technology

or problems.

EXHIBITION OF STUDENT WORK

The Fall Exhibition of Student Work will be held on Thursday, November 12,
2009. As a district, we will follow the same procedures that were implemented dur-
ing the Spring 2009 Exhibition of Student Work.

In grades 5, 8, and 12, the students will create a special, exit-grade Exhibition of Stu-

dent Work through participation in a Capstone experience. Grades 5 and 8 will com-

plete their Capstone projects during the 2nd semester for their Spring Exhibition of

Student Work. Senior English students will participate in a year-long Capstone that

will serve as both their Fall and Spring Exhibitions of Student Work. A detailed .
overview of the ESW Capstone Project can be accessed through the following link: ']{:l;(:l{b{?izl:lsg?’szaee;? "
http://mediasite.mcsk12.net/mediasite5/Viewer/? Work
peid=c06960388ea546a58c2e90a5d777526¢ Please share this Mediasite with teach-

ers in grades 5, 8, and 12.
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Please send all KUDOS to Femetres

Gray

673 Vance Avenue.
Memphis, Tn. 38126

Students at Klondike Elementary found out what a differ-
ence two months can make to their school garden. During the
i PUUCwWPT T OwoOil WUET OOOw, Udw! OEPUZ UL

use their scissors by cutting flowers for Principal Joyce Ander-

UOOzUwOI I PET 6 wwwOUUUT wl UEET UUwx O
now teaching first graders to harvest the beans as well as

learning about the importance of legumes to the nitrogen cy-

Phone: 901.416.7387
Fax:: 901.416.7390

E-mail: grayfemetress@mcsk|2.net

ONort hwelgt
RegionNumber
One for A Reaso

IMPORTANT DATES

If you have any outstanding news for your school, please

www.mcsk | 2.net

email Femetres Gray @ grayfemetress@mcsk12.net and

also send your information to the MCS Insider. We want

to see the NorthWest sparkle in lights!!!!

from each school in the Northwest Region.

Tuesday, August 25 REA training from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m.
TTC on Jackson Avenue

Tuesday, August 25 Principals, Meeting

Wednesday, August 26 End of Progress Reporting Period 1
Wednesday, September 2 Issue Progress Report for Period 1
Monday, September 7 Labor Day — no school

Wednesday, September 16 End of Progress Reporting Period 2
Wednesday, September 23 Issue Progress Report for Period 2
Thursday, October 8 End of First Quarter

Friday, October 9 Fall Break

Monday, October 12 In-Service/Parent Teacher Conference

Wednesday, October 21 Issue Report Cards for 1st Reporting Quarter

TO REMEMBER

Headsprout Training -Tuesday August 25th Northwest Region 4-6pm TLA.
All Interested first grade teachers, One 2nd and one 3rd Grade Representative

To view 200911 2010
School Calendar,
please visit
www.mcskI2.net


mailto:grayfemetress@mcsk12.net

