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Grahamwood Elementary School 

3950 Summer �  Memphis, TN 38122 
901.416.5952 

www.memphis-schools.k12.tn.us/schools/grahamwood.es 
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Grahamwood’s Leadership Council seeks to improve the educational opportunity of every student from a strategic point 
of view. A site based decision-making body, the Leadership Council meets monthly to discuss matters of attendance, 
safety and academic achievement. Leadership Council minutes are posted outside the front office. Many thanks to all 
who serve this council and help make Grahamwood a fantastic school. �
 

This year’s members are as follows: 
 

Parents Representatives: Faculty Representatives:  Administration Representatives: 
Balaji Krishnan   Beth Ferreira    D.J. Miles 
Charles McKinney  Toni Thompson    Pete Johnson 
Sarah Lewis   Annette Gladney   Karen Williams 
Scott Springer   Community Representatives:  Staff Representative:  
Patricia Gatlin   Mr. Miles    Debra Denson 
Ben Scott   Ben Scott 
Swati Salian  
 

Grahamwood is grateful to its Leadership Council for the active service they offer all of our students.   
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The 2008-2009 school year is off to a great start! With the first 
grading period past, life at Grahamwood is in full swing. As the 
year continues, it is important to remember a few key points in-
tended to protect the safety of every child who enters our doors: 
· No child may be on campus before 8AM 
· Children not eating breakfast may not be on campus before 

8:15AM 
· Parents may not come into the building for arrival or dismissal 

as this creates a situation in which school personnel cannot 
clearly identify the potential presence of unsafe adults. 

· All adults must enter through the main doors at the front of the 
building and sign in at the office at all times. 
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Another year of Gift Wrap Sales ends with another 
bang up job! Once again Grahamwood students met 
their goal and will celebrate with a school-wide party 
on October 31. 
 

Here are this year’s stats: 
 

Total Sales: $34,121.65 
Top Sellers: Gaby Bray and Reeves Bauer  
 
 

Gift Wrap delivery date is October 22 so mark your 
calendar and plan to come help sort the sales. 
 

Contact: Dana Bray at DBray4@comcast.net or  
921-2100 
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October 10-13 Fall Break 
October 14 School Pictures 
October 14-17 Books for book swap collected 
October 16 Spirit Night at Joe’s Crab Shack,  
  Cordova 
October 17 Prospective Parent Tours 
October 20-24 Book Swap 
October 20-31 Fine Arts Campaign 
October 21 Spirit Night at Chick-Fil-A,  
  Poplar/Mendenhall 
October 22 Gift Wrap Delivery 
October 31 Gift Wrap Celebration 
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Yearbook is off to a great start with fantastic cover art! Winners 
of the Yearbook Cover Art Contest were Harry Arcamuzi and 
Virginia Palmer. All contest entries featured inside this year’s 
yearbook! 
 

Yearbook Sales : This year’s book is $45. Order ASAP to re-
serve your copy...very few extra copies will be ordered and last 
year’s extras sold out fast! 
 

Yearbook Ad Sales  will be October 28-November 25. A $10 
late fee will be added to ads submitted after 11/25. No ads will 
be accepted after 12/18. 
 

Watch for more information about the yearbook to come home 
with your kids. 
 

Contact: Trish Taylor at trish.taylor@comcast.net or 828-4252 
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�� , a publication of and by 
the parents of Grahamwood Elementary 
School, serves the mission of providing 

the best education possible to every 
student. 

General Editor 
Christine Parker 
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A popular mid-town hang-out, 
the Starbucks at the corner of 
Poplar and Prescott is also 
popular with the GPA! 
 

From GPA meetings to Donuts 
for Dads, our neighborhood 
Starbucks provides coffee and 
goodies at no charge! 
 

So the next time you order your 
latte or chai, thank them on be-
half of all of us at Grahamwood 
Elementary! 
 

Starbuck's Coffee  
3388 Poplar Ave  

Kudos to Ms. Phyllis Groskind who secured a $4,000 grant for this year’s Fine Arts 
program at Grahamwood Elementary. Thanks to Ms. Groskind’s efforts, students 
will benefit from Artist in Residence Kenneth Jackson  and a Partnership with 
Arts Memphis ! 
 
 

For years the Grahamwood Fine Arts program has brought enriching and exciting 
arts programs to all of our students. Through the generous support of parents, 
grandparents, teachers and friends, students in past years enjoyed and learned 
from Show Wagon, symphony, ballet, opera, Playhouse on the Square. 
 
 

The 2008–2009 Fine Arts Campaign begins October 20 and runs through October 
31. Watch for more information regarding ways you can help bring Fine Arts to Gra-
hamwood! 
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Thanks to our friends at Gra-
hamwood Cleaners for their 
generous support of our Safety 
Patrol. Not only do they care for 
your clothes, they also care for 
your kids! 
 

615 N Graham Street 
327-3218 
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This year’s GPA Membership Drive ended with great success! A total of 289 families 
joined the GPA and raising $5,720.00 in membership donations. 
 
 

Ms. Ferreira's 2nd grade class reached 100% participation and enjoyed a popcorn 
party for their hard work. As an added thank you Ms. Ferreira received a $50.00 gift 
certificate to Knowledge Tree.  
 
 

Four classes achieved 90% or greater participation and also enjoyed a popcorn party. 
Their teachers, Mrs. Case, Mrs. Albert, Mrs. Austin, & Ms. Mitchell, received $5.00 gift 
cards to Starbucks.  
 
 

A big THANK YOU to all parents & teachers that participated!!! 
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It’s time to clean off those bookshelves 
and get ready for the 2008-2009 Book 
Swap. October 20-23 every Graham-
wood student will have the opportunity 
to choose at least one book from the 
Book Swap.  
 
 

To make this year’s Book Swap suc-
cessful, we need you! Here are just a 
few ways you can volunteer to help get 
books in the hands of eager students: 
 
 

§ October 14-17 send your child’s 
gently used books for the Swap  

 

§ Help sort books at Grahamwood 
for an hour or 2 each morning 

 

§ October 20-23 help students pick 
out their new books 

 
 

Whether you can work an hour or a 
day…we need your help.  
 
 

Contact: Karen Shainberg at 752-8803 
or Sarah Lewis at  
sarahjef@bellsouth.net or 737-6745 
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You may have noticed recent landscaping 
renovations which have be-
gun around the Graham-
wood Elementary campus. 
This is all thanks to the inge-
nuity and generosity of one 
of our Grahamwood grand-
parents. 
 
 

Mr. Robert Green, owner of 
Robert Green Architectural 
Landscaping and grandfa-
ther of Davis and Amelia 
Hopper, noticed Graham-
wood’s need for facelift. With detailed 
plans and drawings in hand, Mr. Green 
approached the school administration to 
ask permission to donate plants, trees, 
equipment, and manpower to re-landscape 
our property.  
 
 

Having received and enthusiastic and 
grateful yes, Mr. Green began his gener-
ous work.  
 
 

Many thanks to Mr. Green for his tremen-
dous generosity and for his continued help 
as he teaches us how best to care for the 
new plants! 


