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Choose an Assessment 
to determine Listening 

& Speaking skills

BEST Oral 
Long form

BEST Oral 
Short Form

(initial assessment 
only)

BEST Plus

Convert scores 
to Long Form 

scores

Is the "Oral" score 
NRS ESOL 

Level 3 or higher?

Assess Reading & 
Writing Skills using 
the BEST Literacy

Did you choose to 
administer the BEST 
Literacy optionally?

Is Literacy 
score 78 or 

higher?

Enter literacy and oral 
scores as *one BEST/

BEST Plus test* in 
CMATS

Has the student topped out 
of "oral" instruction?

Best Oral 65+ 
  OR  Best Plus 599+

Administer the 
TABE  Locator 
for Reading only

Enter Oral score as 
*one BEST/BEST Plus 

test* in CMATS

Does the TABE locator 
indicate  level M, D, or 

A is appropriate?

Administer 
TABE M 
Reading

Enter literacy and oral 
scores as *one BEST/

BEST Plus test* in 
CMATS

Instruction should 
focus on TABE M 

Reading skills

Is TABE M reading 
scale score 518 or 

higher?

Enter ONLY TABE M 
test in CMATS 

(student will have an 
AE NRS level

Enter literacy and oral 
scores as *one BEST/

BEST Plus test* in 
CMATS

Enter TABE M 
score in CMATS 
as separate test

Force the NRS level of 
TABE test to be the 
same as BEST test

Based on student's goals, 
consider additional 

assessment in Language 
and Math

Add any initial TABE 
Language and/or Math 

scores to existing TABE 
in CMATS

Instruction should focus 
on TABE or OPT skills 

- NOT Listening & 
Speaking skills

ESOL 
classroom

AE 
classroom

Choose a 
placement for 

the student

Instruction should 
focus on Listening & 

Speaking and Reading & 
Writing

TN Adult Education
Assessment Procedures 

for ESOL Students


